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THE DISTURBING NEW DETAILS 


RUSSIA INVESTIGATION 


Kent Walker, a senior vice president and general counsel for Google, was among several technology 


company representatives who faced sharp rebukes at a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing into 
social media influence over the 2016 elections Wednesday on Capitol Hill. ERIC THAYER / THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Russia’s online ads 
tried to divide U.S. 


Technology company 
attorneys get an earful 
at committee hearing. 


By Craig Timberg, Elizabeth 
Dwoskin and Karoun Demirjian 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Lawmakers on 
Wednesday publicly shared sev- 
eral of the 3,000 Facebook ads 
bought by Russian operatives as 
they sought to shape American 
political conversation during the 
2016 presidential election and its 
aftermath by inflaming some of 
the nation’s deepest social divides. 

The ads - some of which 
directly praise Republican Don- 
ald Trump or denigrate his Demo- 
cratic rival Hillary Clinton - made 
visceral appeals to voters upset 
about illegal immigration, the 
declining economic fortunes of 
coal miners or the rising prom- 
inence of Muslims in some U.S. 


Committee Chairman Sen. Richard Burr (right), R-N.C., listens as 
Committee Vice Chairman Sen. Mark Warner (left), D-Va., speaks 
during a hearing Wednesday before the Senate Intelligence 
Committee on Capitol Hill. ALEX WONG /GETTY IMAGES 


communities. 

Some ads also explicitly called 
for people to attend political ral- 
lies amid a campaign season that 
already was among the most polar- 
izing in recent U.S. history. 


A Facebook page called “Being 
Patriotic” bought an ad touting 
a “Miners for Trump” rally in 
Pennsylvania, one of several key 
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IN YOUR SCHOOLS 


Changes planned to Ga. school report cards 


State keeps looking for 
best way to fairly reflect 
student progress. 


By Ty Tagami 
ttagami@ajc.com 


The release of the complicated 
report cards for Georgia schools 
is imminent, and the results are 
important even if parents don’t 


always understand them. 

‘The College and Career Ready 
Performance Index ranks schools 
from best to worst based on a 
host of measures, such as test 
pass rates, while also using more 
obscure indicators, such as one 
called “exceeding the bar.” 

Its results give administrators, 
teachers and parents consistent, 
if not always well-understood, 
yearly guideposts to measure their 


school’s success or failure. And 
the failures could soon face seri- 
ous consequences. The bottom 
5 percent of lowest-performing 
schools will be subject to inter- 
vention by the state, which could 
cost teachers their jobs or see 
school administrations changed. 

But just as the state hired anew 
turnaround officer to oversee the 


Report cards continued on AS 


TERROR IN NEW YORK 


N.Y. officials: 
ISIS inspired 
truck attack 


Police: Uzbek suspect 
used online directions 
from terrorist group. 


By Colleen Long 
and Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Federal prosecu- 
tors brought terrorism charges 
Wednesday against the Uzbek 
immigrant accused in the truck 
rampage that left eight people 
dead, saying he was spurred to 
attack by the Islamic State group's 
online calls to action and picked 
Halloween because he knew 
more people would be out on 
the streets. 

The charges against 29-year- 
old Sayfullo Saipov could bring 
the death penalty. 

Even as he lay wounded in 
the hospital from police gun- 
fire, Saipov asked to display the 
ISIS flag in his room and said 
“he felt good about what he had 
done,” prosecutors said in court 
papers as Saipov was brought to 
court in a wheelchair to face the 


Attack continued on A5 


MORECOVERAGE, A4 

» Several victims of the at- 
tack were from outside the 
U.S. One was from Belgium, 
while five others had trav- 
eled from Argentina to cel- 
ebrate the 30th anniversa- 
ry of their graduation. 


» President Trump deliv- 
ers tough talk: He called for 
the end of the program that 
allowed the suspect to en- 
ter the U.S. and suggested 
the suspect could be housed 
with accused terrorists in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 


» Sen. David Perdue, 
R-Ga., said the attack pro- 
vides another reason to 
overhaul the nation’s im- 
migration system, which he 
has been urging for months. 


» Monday’s attack by a ve- 
hicle on a New York bike 
path raises questions 

about whether a similar as- 
sault could happen on At- 
lanta’s popular Beltline. 


EMPLOYEE SCREENING 


DeKalb schools vow 
to improve hiring 


Case at Chamblee 
Middle highlights 
screening gaps. 


By Marlon A. Walker 
marlon walker@ajc.com 


Parents at Chamblee Middle 
School knew who Sandra Meeks- 
Speller was before the first day 
of school. 

One searched the teacher online 
and uncovered stories from Ohio, 
where Meeks-Speller unsuccess- 
fully fought her firing by Toledo 
Public Schools all the way up to 
the Ohio Supreme Court. She had 
been accused of assaulting stu- 
dents by putting them in head- 
locks and pushing them against 
walls. Ohio's top court upheld her 


firing, but she kept her license to 
teach there. 

DeKalb County Schools placed 
Meeks-Speller on administrative 
leave on Oct. 10 pending an inter- 
nal investigation, shortly after 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
requested her personnel file, and 
told district officials what was 
uncovered online about her past. 

District officials admit failing 
to do such internet searches is 
among critical gaps in their back- 
ground check process, and prom- 
ise changes such as verifying the 
work history candidates provide 
on their job applications and mak- 
ing direct contact with references. 

“Our background check pro- 
cess certainly needs shoring up,” 


Hiring continued on AS 


SPORTS, C1 
Beasley comfortable 
withroleon Falcons 


The NFL's sack leader last 
season at defensive end has 

been transitioning into a hybrid 
strongside linebacker this year. 


METRO, B1 
Former governor’s firm 
torepresent Georgia 


Roy Barnes' law firm will 
represent the state in a lawsuit 
filed to force Georgia to overhaul 
its election system. 


NATION & WORLD, A6 
Suspect’s request 
for lawyer denied 


Atlanta criminal defense attorney 
Don Samuel responded with dis- 
belief ata court's decision based 
onagrammatical technicality. 
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